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(iii) Except as otherwise set forth in this Section 3.2(b), as of the
date of this Agreement, there are no securities, options, wmams, calls, rights,
commitments, agreements, arrangements or undertakings of any kind to which
BT or any of its Subsidiaries is a party or by which any of them is bound
obligating BT or any of its Subsidiaries to issue, deliver or sell, or cause to be
issued, delivered. or sold, additional shares or other voting securities of BT or
any of its Subsidiaries or obligating BT or any of its Subsidiaries to issue,
grant, extend or enter into any such security, option, warrant, call, right,
commitment, agreement, arrangement or undertaking. As of the date of this
Agreement, there are no outstanding obligations of BT or any of its
Subsidiaries to repurchase, redeem or otherwise acquire any shares of BT or
any of its Subsidiaries, except such obligations of BT with respect to shares of
its wholly owned Subsidiaries or of wholly owned Subsidiaries of BT with
respect to shares of other wholly owned Subsidiaries of BT.

(c) AuthoritY: No Conflicts·

(i) BT bas all requisite corporate power and authority to enter into
this Agreement and, subject to approval of the Merger by the Required BT
Vote, to consummate the transactions contemplated hereby. The execution and
delivery of this Agreement and the consummation of the transactions
contemplated hereby have been duly authorized by all necessary corporate
action on the part of BT, subject to the approval by the shareholders of BT of
the Merger and this Agreement aDd the matters referred. to in Section 5.16 and
the creation and issue of a sufficient amount of authorized ordinary share
capital of BT, the granting of authority pursuant to Section 80 Companies Act
and the issuaTO': upon conversion of MCI Common Stock, of BT ADSs,
appropriate alterations to the Articles of Association of BT and the change of
name referred to in Section 5.17. This Agreement has been duly executed and
delivered. by BT and constitutes a valid and binding agreement of BT,
enforceable against it in accordance with its terms, except as such
enforceability may be limited by bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganiution,
moratorium and other similar laws relating to or affecting creditors generally,
by general equity principles (regardless of whether such enforceability is
considered. in a proceeding in equity or at law) or by an implied covenant of
good faith and fair dealing.

.(li) The execution and delivery of this Agreement does not or will
not, as the case may be, and the consummation of the transactions
contemplated hereby will not, result in any Violation of: (A) any provision of ..
the memorandum or articles of association of BT or comparable charter or
organizational documents of any SUbsidiary of BT or (B) except as would not
have a Material Adverse Effect on BT and subject to obtaining or making the
consents, approvals, orders, authorizations, registrations, declarations and



23

fl1ings referred to in paragraph (iii) below, any loan or credit agreement, note,
mortgage, bond, indenture, lease, benefit plan or other agreement, obligation,
instIument, permit, concession, franchise, liceuse, judgment, order, decree,
statute, law, ordinance, role or regulation applicable to BT or any Subsidiary
of BT or their respective properties or assets.

(iii) No consent, approval, order or authorization of, or registration,
declaration or filing with, any Govermnental Entity is required by or with
respect to BT or any Subsidiary of BT in connection with the execution and
delivery of this Agreement by BT or the consummation by BT of the
transactions contemplated hereby, except for (A) the Required Consents,
(B) the appropriate applications, filiDgs and notices to, and approval of, the
LSE and the NYSE, (C) those required under the Companies Act and the
FSA, (D) the consent of H.M. Treasury pursuant to Section 765(1)(c) of the
Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988 and (E) such consents, approvals,
orders, authorizations, registrations, declarations and filiDgs the failure of
which to make or obtain would not have a Material Adverse Effect on BT.

(d) Reports and FjDlDCjial Statements.

(i) BT bas filed all required reports, schedules, forms, statements
aDd other documents required to be filed by it with the SEC since April 1,
1995 (collectively, including all exhibits thereto, the "BT SEC Reports"). No
Subsidiary of BT is required to file any fOIm, report or other document with
the SEC. None of the BT SEC Reports, as of their respective dates (and, if
amended or superseded by a filing prior to the dare of this Agreement or of
the Closing Date, then on the date of such filing), contained or will contain
any untrue statement of a material fact or omitted or will omit to state a
material fact required to be stated therein or necessary to make the statements
therein, in light of the circumstances under which they were made, not
misleading. Each of the financial statements (including the related notes)
included in the BT SEC Reports presents fairly, in all material respects, the
consolidated financial position and consolidated results of operations and cash
flows of BT and its Subsidiaries as of the respective dates or for the respective
periods set forth therein, all in confoIDlity with accounting principles and
practices generally accepted in the United Kingdom ("UK GAAP") consistently
applied during the periods involved, except as otherwise noted therein. The
financial information contained in the unaudited interim financial statements
for the three months ended June 30, 1996 has been prepared with all due care
and attention and in accordance with UK GAAP (on a basis consistent with the
fmancial statements included in the BT SEC Reports) insofar as appropriate in
the preparation of an unaudited interim statement and all statements of fact
contained in such statement relating to BT and its Subsidiaries are, in the
context of such statement, tnle and accurate in all material respects and not

•



24

misleading in any material respect and all expressions of opinion, intention and
expectation contained therein are fair and honestly held and have been made
after due and careful enquiry and consideration. All of the BT SEC Repons,
as of their respective dates (and as of the date of any amendment to "the
respective BT SEC Report), complied as to form in all material respects with
the applicable requirements of the Securities Act and the Exchange Act and the
rules and regulations promulgated thereunder. ..

(ii) Except as set forth in the BT SEC Repons filed prior to the date
of this Agreement, and except for liabilities and obligations incurred in the
ordinary course of business consistent with past practice since March 31,
1996, neither BT nor any. of its SUbsidiaries has any liabilities or obligations of
any nature (whether accrued, absolute, contingent or otherwise) which,
individually or in the aggregate, would have a Material Adverse Effect on BT
or would prevent or materially delay the performance of this Agreement by
BT.

(e) Infonp,tion Sypplied.

(i) None of the information supplied or to be supplied by BT for
inclusion or incorporation by reference in (A) the Form F-4 will, at the time
the Form F-4 is filed with the SEC, at any time it is ameDded or supplemented
or at the time it becomes effective under the Securities Act, contain any U1Ul'Ue
statement of a material fact or omit to state any material fact required to be
stated therein or necessary to make the statemeDts therein not misleading and
(B) the Proxy StatementlProspectus and, if applicable, the Schedule 13E-3
will, at the date it is first mailed to MCI stoekb.olders or at the time of the
Mel Stockholders Meeting, contain any untrue statement of a material fact or
omit to state any material fact required to be stated therein or necessary in
order to make the statements therein, in light of the circumstances under which
they were made, not misleading. The BT Disclosure Document and any
supplements thereto and any other circulars or documents issued to
shareholders, employees or debentureholders of BT will contain all particulars
relating to BT and MCI required to comply in all material respects with all
United Kingdom statutory and other legal provisions (including, without
limitation, the Companies Act, the FSA and the rules and regulations made
thereunder and the rules and requirements of the LSE) and all such
information contained in such documents will be substantially in accordance
with the facts and will not omit anything material likely to affect the import of
such information. The Form F-4 and the Proxy StatementlProspectUs will
comply as to form in all material respects with the requirements of the
Exchange Act and the Securities Act and the rules and regulations of the SEC
thereunder.
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(li) The information supplied or to be supplied by BT for inclusion
in the BT Disclosure Document will, on the date the BT Disclosure Document
is first mailed to shareholders of BT, and at the time of the BT Shareholder
Meeting, comply with the provisions of section 146 of the FSA.

(iii) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this Section 3.2(e),
no representation or wamnty is made by BT with respect to statements made
or incorporated by reference in the Form F-4, the Proxy StatementlProspectus,
the Schedule 13E-3 (if applicable) or the BT Disclosure Document based on
information supplied by MCI for inclusion or incorporation by reference
therein.

(f) Comp1j'''f£ with Applicable lAws; ReZU)Mory Mattm. BT and its
Subsidiaries hold all pennits, licenses, certificates, franchises, registrations, variances,
exemptions, orders aDd approvals of all Govellunenta) Entities which are material to
the operation of the businesses of BT aDd its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole (the "BT
Permits"). BT aDd its Subsidiaries are in compliaDce with the terms of the BT
Permits, except where the failure so to comply, individually or in the aggregate,
would not have a Material Adverse Effect on BT. Except as disclosed in the BT SEC
Reports tiled prior to the date of this Agreement, the businesses of BT and its
Subsidiaries are not being aDd have not been conducted in violation of any law,
ordiDance, regulation, judgment: decree, injunction, role or order of any
Governmental Eotity, except for violations which, individually or in the aggregate,
would not have a Material Adverse Effect on BT. As of the date of this Agreement,
no investigation (other than with respect to Taxes) by any Governmental Entity with
respect to BT or any of its Subsidiaries is pending or, to the best knowledge of BT,
threatened, other than investigations which, individually or in the aggregate, would
not have a Material Adverse Effect on BT. Since December 31, 1994, BT and each
of its Subsidiaries required to make tilings under all applicable laws regulating the
telephone, mobile cellular, paging or other telecommunications business has fued with
all applicable Governmental Entities all material forms, statements, reports and
documents (including exhibits, annexes and any amendments thereto) required to be
tiled by them, aDd each such tiling complied with all applicable laws, roles and
regulations, except for such noncompliance which would not, individually or in the
aggregate, have a Material Adverse Effect on BT or prevent or materially delay the
performance of this Agreement by BT.

(g) Litiption. Except as disclosed in the BT SEC Reports tiled prior to
the date of this Agreement, there is no litigation, arbitration, claim, suit, action,
investigation or proewodiDg pending or, to the knowledge of BT, threatened, against
or affecting BT or any SUbsidiary of BT which, individually or in the aggregate, has
had or would have a Material Adverse Effect on BT, nor is there any judgment,
award, decree, injunction, role or order of any Governmental Entity or arbitrator
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outstanding against BT or any Subsidiary of BT which, individually or in the
aggregate, has had or would have a Material Adverse Effect on BT.

(h) ~. (i) BT and each of its Subsidiaries have prepared in good faith
and duly and timely filed (taking into account any extension of time within which to
file) all material Tax Returns required to be filed by any of them and all such filed
Tax Returns are complete and accurate in all material respects; (ii) BT and each of its
Subsidiaries have paid all Taxes that are shown as due on such filed Tax Returns or
that BT or any of its Subsidiaries is obligated to withhold from amounts owing to any
employee, creditor or third party, except with respect to matters contested in good
faith or for such amounts that, individually or in the aggregate, would not have a
Material Adverse Effect on BT; (iii) as of the date of this Agreement, there are no
pending or, to the best knowledge of BT, threatened in writing material audits,
examinations, investigations or other proceedings in respect of Taxes or Tax matters
relating to BT or any of its Subsidiaries; (iv) there are not, to the best knowledge of
BT, any unresolved questions or claims concerning its or any of its Subsidiaries' Tax
liability that would, individually or in the aggregate, bave a Material Adverse Effect
on BT and there are no deficiencies or claims for any Taxes that have been proposed,
asserted or assessed against BT or any of its Subsidiaries which, if such deficiencies
or claims were finally resolved against BT or any of its Subsidiaries, would,
individually or in the aggregate, have a Material Adverse Effect on BT; (v) neither
BT nor any of its Subsidiaries his any liability with respect to Taxes in excess of the
amounts accrued in respect thereof that are reflected in the financial statements
included in the BT SEC Reports, except such excess liabilities as would not,
individually or in the aggregate, have a Material Adverse Effect on BT; and (vi) there
are no material Liens for Taxes upon the assets of BT or any of its Subsidiaries, other
than Liens for current Taxes not yet due and payable and Liens for Taxes that are
being contested in good faith by appropriate pI'OCf'1'dings.

(i) Snh§jdi,m !11d EmrilY Interests. Note 31 of the Consolidated
Financial Statements of BT filed as part of BT's Annual Report on Form 20-F for the
fISCal year ended March 31, 1996 includes all the Subsidiaries of BT as of the date of
this Agreement required to be included on such·exhibit by the rules and regulations of
the SEC, were it to be filed on the date of this Agreement. Unless otherwise
described therein, BT owns, directly or indirectly, beneficially and of record 100% of
the issued and outstanding voting securities of each such SUbsidiary (other than
directors' qualifying shares, if any). Section 3.2(i) of the BT Disclosure Schedule
lists each corporation, partnership, limited liability company or similar entity with
respect to which, as of the date of this Agreement, BT or any Subsidiary of BT owns
more than 5% but less than a majority of the voting equity or similar voting interest
or any interest convertible into, or exchangeable or exercisable for, more than 5% but
less than a majority of the voting equity or similar voting interest and which interest
is carried on BT's most recent financial statements (or if not held as of the date
thereof, would be carried on BT's financial statements if prepared as of the date
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hereof) at a value in excess of £10,000,000 (collectively, the "BT Equity Interests").
There are no plans to restructure in any material respect any of the BT Equity
Interests. All of the shares of capital stock of each of the Subsidiaries and all of the
BT Equity Interests held by BT and each Subsidiary of BT are fully paid arid
nonassessable (with respect to jurisdictions that recognize the concept of
nonassessability) and·are owned by BT or such Subsidiary free and clear of any Lien.
There are no outstanding contractual obligations of BT or any of its Subsidiaries to
provide funds to, or make any investment (in the form of a loan. capital contribution
or otherwise) in, any Subsidiary of BT (other than wholly owned Subsidiaries of BT).
any emity in which BT or any Subsidiary of BT owns a BT Equity Interest. or any
other Person, except such obligations as would not require any investment or
provision of funds or assets in an amount or having a fair market value in excess of
£10.000,000 for any such investment or £50.000,000 in the aggregate for all such
investments.

(j) AbseDce of Cmajn Chapp or Evepts_

(i) Except as disclosed in the BT SEC Reports filed and publicly
available prior to the date of this Agreement or disclosed in LSE
aDIlOUIICeJDeDt prior to the date of this Agreement: (A) since March 31.
1996, BT and itsSu~ have CODlIucted their respective busiDesses in the
ordinary course CODSistent with their past practices and have not incurred any
material liability, except in the ordiDary course of their respective businesses
consistent with their past practices; (B) since March 31, 1996 to the date of
this Agreement, there has not been any change in or effect on, or any event or
circumstaDce involving a prospective change in or effect on, the business,
financial condition or results of operations of BT or any of its Subsidiaries,
that has bad, or would have, a Material Adverse Effect on BT; and (C) since
March 31, 1996, there has not been any change in or effect on, or any event
or circumstaDce involving a prospective change in or effect on. the business.
financial condition or results of operations of BT or any of its Subsidiaries that
has bad, or is reasonably likely to have, a material adverse effect on the
business, operations, assets, liabilities (including, without limitation,
contingent liabilities), financial condition or results of operations of BT and its
Subsidiaries, taken as a whole. other than as a result of (1) changes after the
date of this Agreement in general economic conditions or the securities
markets, and (2) legal or regulatory changes effective after the date of this
Agreement affecting the telecommunications industry generally.

(ii) As of the date of this Agreement, no plans or proposals are
under consideration by BT to announce or implement any restructuring or
other similar actions by BT or any of its Subsidiaries which would be
reasonably likely to result in material charges or write-offs to the consolidated
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financial statements of BT or material reductions in the anticipated
consolidated revenues or operating income of BT.

(k) Vote Rewired. The affirmative vote of not less than three·fourths of
such members of BT as (being entitled to do so) vote at the BT Shareholder Meeting
(the "Required BT Vote") is the only vote or approval of the holders of any class of
BT shares necessary to approve this Agreement and the transactions contemplated
hereby.

(1) Certaip Amemems·

(i) All contracts listed or which would be required to be listed as an
exhibit to BT's most recent Ammal Repon on Fonn 2O-F UDder the rules and
regulations of the SEC relating to the busiDess of BT and its Subsidiaries and
any coDttaCtS that would be required to be so listed but for the exception with
respect to listing contracts made in the ordinary course of busiDess (the "BT
Material Contracts") are valid and in full force and effect except to the extent
they have previously expired in accordaDce with their terms, and neither BT
nor any of its Subsidiaries bas violated any provision of, or committed or
failed to perform any act which, with or without notice, lapse of time, or both,
would CODStitute a default UDder the provisioDS of, any BT Material Contract,
except for defaults which: individually or in the aggregate, would not have a
Marerial Adverse Effect on BT. To the best knowledge of BT, no
COUDteIparty to any such BT Material CoDttact has violated any provision of,
or COIDlIlitted or failed to perfonn any act which, with or without notice, lapse
of time, or both, would consti1ute a default or other breach UDder the
provisions of, such BT Material Contract, except for defaults or breaches
which, iDdividually or in the aggregate, would not have a Material Adverse
Effect on BT.

(ii) Except for existing agreements between MCI aDd BT, as of the
date of this Agreement neither BT nor any of its Subsidiaries nor any of their
respective affiliates bas entered into any agreement or arrangement limiting or
otherwise restricting BT or any of its Subsidiaries or any of their respective
affiliates or successors from engaging or competing in any line of business or
in any geographic area.

(m) EgJoyee Benefit Plans: Labor Matters.

(i) Trade Disputes. Neither BT nor any of its Subsidiaries is
involved in, and, to the knoWledge of BT, there are no circumstances likely to
give rise to, any industrial or trade dispute or any dispute or negotiation
regarding a claim of material importance with any trade union or other body
which has had or would have a Material Adverse Effect on BT.
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(ii) Pensions. BT bas made available to MCI copies, as of the date
of this Agreement, of: (A) the current trust deeds and roles of each of the
material schemes to which BT aDd its Subsidiaries make or could become
liable to make payments for providing retirement, death, disability or life
assurance benefits (the "BT Schemes") (including any draft amendments);
(B) the most recently prepared explanatory booklets and announcements
relating to each of the BT Schemes; and (C) a copy of the actuary's repon on
the latest actuarial valuation of the BT Schemes, if applicable. With respect to
the BT Schemes, no event has occurred and, to the knOWledge of BT, there
exists no condition or set of circumstances, in connection with which BT or
any of its Subsidiaries could be subject to any liability UDder the terms of such
BT Schemes, the Pension Schemes Act of 1993 or any other applicable law
which, individually or in the aggregate, would have a Material Adverse Effect
onBT.

(n) Brokers or Finders. No agent, broker, :investmenl banker, financial
advisor or other firm or Person is or will be entitled to any broker's or finder's fee or
any other similar commission or fee in co.DDeCtion with any of the transactions
contemplated by this Agreement, except N M Rothschild & Sons Limited, Rothschild
Inc., Morgan Stanley & Co. Limited and Cazenove & Co., whose fees and expenses
will be paid by BT in accordance with BT's agreements with such firms, based upon
ammgements made by or on beIiaIf of BT.

(0) Owpmbjp of MCI Cmnmgn Stgck. As of the date of this Agreement,
except as contemplated by that certain Amended and Restated Investment Agreement
dated as of January 31, 1994. (the "Investment Agreement") between BT and MCI,
neither BT nor, to the best of its knoWledge, any of its affiliates or associates (as such
terms are defined under the Exchange Act) (i) beneficially owns, directly or indirectly
or (ii) is party to any agreement, arrangement or understanding for the purpose of
acquiring, holding, voting or disposing of, in case of either clause (i) or (ii), shares of
capital stock of MCI.

(P) I»Wlr&!n,J Property Rights.

(i) Neither BT nor any of its Subsidiaries (a) bas licensed
Intellectual Property Rights owned by them (or licensed to them by a third
party) to any Person in a manner that would have a Material Adverse Effect
on BT; or (b) is in breach of any agreements related to licenses from BT or its
Subsidiaries of Intellectual Property Rights owned by them (or licensed to
them by a third party) which breach would have a Material Adverse Effect on
BT, and the transactions contemplated by this Agreement will not constimte
such a breach or otherwise reduce or impair, in any material respect, the
rights of BT and its Subsidiaries under such license agreements.
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(li) The terms of licenses of Intellectual Property Rights by third
parties to Br and its Subsidiaries are sufficient to allow BT and its
Subsidiaries to conduct, and to continue to conduct, their businesses in all
material respects as currently conducted. Neither Br nor any of its
Subsidiaries is in breach of any of the agreements relating to such licenses
which breach would have a Material Adverse Effect on BT, and the
tranSactions contemplated by this Agreement will not constitute such a breach
or otherwise impair, in any material respect, the rights of BT and its .
Subsidiaries UDder such license agreements. For purposes of this clause (ii),
joint ownership of Intellectual Property Rights between BT and its
Subsidiaries, on the ODe hand, and any other Person, on the other hand, shall
be deemed to be a license from .such Person to BT and its Subsidiaries.

(iii) Neither BT nor any of its Subsidiaries has received any written
notice from any Person regarding any actual or potential infriDgements by BT
or any of its Subsidiaries of any Intellectual Property Rights of any other
Person which infringemenrs, individually or in the aggregate, would if proven
have a Material Adverse Effect on BT. For purposes of this paragraph (iii), a
challenge by a Person to the ownership of Intellecblal Property Rights of BT
and its SUbsidiaries sba1l be deemed to be an allegation by the Person so
challenging of actual or potential infringement by BT and i1s Subsidiaries.

(iv) No claims are peudiDg or, to the best knowledge of BT,
1:breateDed by any. Person with respect to the ownership, validity or
enforceability of any Intellectual Property Rights or chaIlengiDg or questioning
the right of BT or any of its SUbsidiaries to use any Intellectual Property
Rights, except as would not, individually or in the aggregate, have a Material
Adverse Effect on BT.

(v) Neither BT nor any of its Subsidiaries has,as of the date of this
Agreement, any outstanding claim against it of an infringement, the loss of
which would have a Material Adverse Effect on BT; and neither BT nor any
of its Subsidiaries has made any still outstanding claim against a Person of a
violation or infringement, the loss of which would have a Material Adverse
Effect on BT.

(vi) The ownership of Intellectual Property Rights and the right to
secure such rights (including the right to apply for patents) currently enjoYed
by BT and itsSubsidiaries will not be affected by the traDsactions.
contemplated by this Agreement in any manner that would have a Material
Adverse Effect on BT.

3.3. RmresematioDS am Warnmtjes of BT and Meger Sub. BT and
Merger Sub represent and warrant to MCI as follows:
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(a) Orgpj7!tion and Corporate Power. Merger Sub is a corporation duly
incorporated, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of Delaware.

(b) Corporate Authorization. Merger Sub bas all requisite corporate power
and authority to enter into this Agreement and to consummate the tranSaCtions
contemplated hereby. The execution, delivery and performance by Merger Sub of
this Agreement and the consummation by Merger Sub of the transaCtions
contemplated hereby have been duly authorized by all necessary corporate action on
the part of Merger Sub. This Agreement bas been duly executed and delivered by
Merger Sub and constitutes a valid and binding agreement of Merger Sub, enforceable
against it in accordance with its terms, except as such enforceability may be limited
by bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, moratorium and other similar laws relating
to or affecting creditors generally, by general equity principles (regardless of whether
such enforceability is considered in a pJ'OCflA".ding in equity or at law) or by an implied
covenant of good faith and fair dealing.

(c) Non-Conqavention. The execution, delivery and performance by
Merger Sub of this Agreement and the CODSUJDJIJation by Merger SUb of the
transactions contemplated hereby do not and will not contravene or conflict with the
certificate of incoIpOl'l.tion or by-laws of Merger Sub.

(d) No Business ActiVities. Merger Sub bas not conducted any activities
other than in connection with the organization of Merger Sub, the negotiation and
execution of this Agreement and the CODSUJDJIJation of the transactions contemplated
hereby. Merger Sub bas no Subsidiaries.

ARTICLE IV

COVENANTS RELATING TO CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

4.1. CovPDffl of MO. During the period from the date of this Agreement
and continuing until the Effective Time, MCI agMes as to itself and its SUbsidiaries that
(except as expressly contemplated or permitted by this Agreement or as otherwise indica\ed
on the Mel Disclosure Schedule or to the extent that BT shall otherwise consent in writing):

(a) Orrlip.ty Course.

(i) MCI and its Subsidiaries shall carry on their respective
businesses in the usual, regular and ordinary course in all material respects, in
substantially the same manner as heretofore conducted, and shall use all
reasonable efforts to preserve intact their present lines of business, maintain
their rights and franchises and preserve their re~tionships with customers,
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suppliers and others having business dealings with them to the end that their
ongoing businesses sball DOt be impaired in any material respect at the
Effective Time; provided, however, that no action by MCI or its Subsidiaries
with respect to matters specifically addressed by any other provision 'of this
Section 4.1 shall be deemed a breach of this Section 4.1(a)(i) unless such
action would constitute a breach of one or more of such other provisions.

(ii) MCI shall DOt, and shall not permit any of its Subsidiaries to,
(A) enter into any new material line of business or (B) incur or commit to any
capital expenditures other than capital expenditures incurred or committed to in
the ordinary course of business consistent with past practice and which,
together with all such expenditures incurred or committed to during any fIscal
year, are not in excess of 115% of the aggregate amounts set forth in
Section 4.1(a) of the MCI Disclosure Schedule.

(b) J)jyjdmI§; Chan. in Share Capital. MCI shall not, and shall not
permit any of its Subsidiaries to, aDd shall not propose to, (i) declare or pay any
dividends on or make otbel' distributions in respect of any of its capital stock, except
(A) MCI may contiJI.le the declaration aDd payment of regular semiannual cash
dividends not in excess of $0.025 per share of MCI Common Stock, in each case with
usual record aDd payment dates for such divideDds in accordance with MCI's past
practice and (B) dividends by wflolly owned Subsidiaries of MCI, (ii) split, combine
or reclassify any of its capital stock or issue or authorize or propose the issuance of
any other securities in respect of, in lieu of or in substitution for, shares of its capital
stock, except for any such transaction by a wholly owned Subsidiary of MCI which
remains a wholly owned Subsidiary after consummation of such transaction, or
(iii) repurchase, redeem or otherwise acquire any shares of its capital stock or any
securities convertible into or exercisable for any shares of its capital stock except for
the purchase from time to time by MCI of MCI Common Stock in the ordinary course
of business consistent with past practice in connection with the MCI Benefit Plans.

(c) 'was of Securities. Except as set forth in Sections 5.8 and 5.9(b),
Mel shall DOt and shall not permit any of its Subsidiaries to, issue, deliver or sell, or
authorize or propose the issuance, delivery or sale of, any shares of its capital stock
of any class, any MCI Voting Debt or any securities convertible into or exercisable
for, or any rights, warrants or options to acquire, any such shares or MCI Voting
Debt, or enter into any agreement with respect to any of the foregoing and shall DOt
amend any equity-related awards issued pursuant to the MCI Benefit Plans, other than
(i) the issuance of MCI Common Stock (and the associated Rights) upon the exercise
of stock options issued in the ordinary course of business and consistent with past
practice in accordance with the terms of the MCI Stock Option Plans as in effect on
the date of this Agreement, (ii) issuances by a wholly owned Subsidiary of MCI of
capital stock to such Subsidiary's parent and (iii) issuances of options, rights or other
awards, and amendments to equity-related awards, in the ordinary course of business
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and consistent with past practice pursuant to the MCI Stock Option Plans as in effect
on the date of this Agreement.

(d) GoyemjPv Documents. Except to the extent required to comply with
their respective obligations hereunder, required by law or required by the rules and
regulations of NASDAQ, MCI and its Subsidiaries shall not amend or propose to
amend their respective certificates of incoIporation, by-laws or other governing
documents.

(e) No Acquisitions. Other than acquisitions in existing or related lines of
business of MCI the fair market value of the total consideration (including the value
of indebtedness or other liability acquired or assumed) for which does not exceed
$50,000,000 individually or $200,000,000 in the aggregate, MCI shall not, and shall
not permit any of its Subsidiaries to, acquire or agree to acquire by merging or
consolidating with, or by purchasing a substaDtiaI equity interest in or a substantial
portion of the assets of, or by any other manner, any business or any corporation,
part:oership, association or other business orpnizarion or division thereof or otherwise
acquire or agree to acquire any assets (other than the acquisition of assets used in the
operations of the business of MCI and its Subsidiaries in the ordinary course);
provided, .however, that the foregoiDg shall DDt prohibit (x) internal reorganizations or
consolidations involvinge~ Subsidiaries of MCI or (y) the creation of new
Subsidiaries of MCI organized to conduct or continue activities otherwise permitted
by this Agreement.

(f) No DispositioJp. Other than (i) internal reorganizations or
consolidations involving existing Subsidiaries of MCI, (ii) dispositions referred to in
MCI SEC Reports filed prior to the date of this Agreement and (iii) as may be
required by law in order to permit the consummation of the transactions contemplated
hereby, MCI shall not, and shall not pennit any Subsidiary of MCI to, sell, lease,
encumber or otherwise dispose of, or agree to sell, lease, encumber or otherwise
dispose of, any of its assets (including capital stock of Subsidiaries of MCn which are
material, individually or in the aggregate, to MCI.

(g) Indebtedness. MCI shall not, and shall not permit any of its
Subsidiaries to, (i) incur or suffer to exist any indebtedness for borrowed money or
guarantee any such indebtedness or issue or sell any debt securities or wamnts or
rights to acquire any debt securities of MCI or any of its Subsidiaries or guarantee
any debt securities of other Persons other than indebtedness .of MCI or any Subsidiary
of MCI to MCI or any wholly owned Subsidiary of MCI and other than as permitted
pursuant to Section 4.1(g) of the MCI Disclosure Schedule, (ii) make any loans,
advances or capital contributions to, or investments in, any other Person, other than
by MCI or a Subsidiary of MCI to or in MCI or any Subsidiary of Mel or (iii) pay,
discharge or satisfy any claims, liabilities or obligations (absolute, accrued, asserted
or unasserted, contingent or otherwise), other than in the case of clauses (ii) and (iii),
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loans, advances. capital contributions, investments. payments, discharges or
satisfactions incurred or committed to in the ordinary course of business consistent
with past practice.

(h) Benefit Plans. Subject to Sections 5.8 and 5.9(b), MCI shall not, and
shall not permit any of its Subsidiaries to, (i) increase the compensation payable or to
become payable to any of its executive officers or employees or (ii) take any action
with respect to the grant of any severance or termination pay, or stay, bonus or other
incentive arrangement (other than pursuant to benefit plans and policies in effect on
the date of this Agreement), except any such increases or grants made in the ordinary
course of business and in accordance with past practice.

(i) Otbq Actions. MCI shall not, and shall not permit any of its
Subsidiaries to, take any action that would, or that could reasonably be expected to.
result in (i) any of the represemations or warranties of MCI set forth in this
Agreement that are qualified as to materiality becomiDg untrue, (ii) any of such
representations or warranties that are not so qualified becoming untrue in any material
respect·or (iii) except as otbcrwise permitted by Section 5.7, any of the conditions to
the Merger set forth in Article VI not being satisfied.

G) Ag;quptjPB Methods: Ipcome Tax Elections. Except as disclosed in
MCI SEC Reports filed prior to the date of this Agreement, or as required by a
Govemmemal Entity. MCI shall not change its methods of accounting in effect at
December 31, 1995, except as required by changes in US GAAP as concurred in by
MCI's independent auditors. MCI shall not (i) change its fiscal year or (ii) make any
material Tax election. other than in the ordinary course of business consistent with
past practice, without consultation with BT.

(k) Tax-Free Qualification. MCI shall not. and shall not permit any of its
Subsidiaries to. take any action that would prevent or impede (i) the 'Merger from
qualifying as a tax-free reorganization under Section 368 of the Code or (ii) either
patty from obtaining the Required Consents.

(1) Certaip Amements. MCI shall not, and shall not permit any of its
Subsidiaries to. enter into any agreement or arrangement that limits or otherwise
restricts MCI or any of its Subsidiaries or any of their respective affIliates or any
successor thereto or that could, after the Closing. limit or restrict BT or any of its
affiliates or any successor thereto from engaging or competing in any line of business
or in any geographic area.

4.2. Covenam of BT. During the period from the date of this Agreement
and continuing until the Effective Time. BT agrees as to itself and its Subsidiaries that
(except as expressly contemplated or permitted by this Agreement or as otherwise indicated
on the BT Disclosure Schedule or to the extent that MCI shall otherwise consent in writing):
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(a) OrdinAry Course-

(i) BT and its Subsidiaries sball carry on their respective businesses
in the usual, regular and ordinary course in all material respects, in .
substantially the same manner as heretofore conducted, and shall use all
reasonable efforts to preserve intact their present lines of business, maintain
their rights and franchises and preserve their relationships with customers,
suppliers and others baving business dealings with them to the end that their
ongoing businesses shall not be impaired in any material respect at the
Effective Time; provided, however, that no action by BT or its Subsidiaries
with respect to matters specifically addressed by any other provision of this
Section 4.2 shall be deemed a breach of this Section 4.2(a) unless such action
would constitute a breach of one or more of such other provisions.

(ii) BT shall not, and sball not permit any of its Subsidiaries to,
(A) enter into any new material line of busiDess or (B) incur or commit to any
capital expenditures other than capital expenditures incurred or committed to in
the ordinary course of business consistent with past practice and which,
together with all such expeDd.itures incurred or committed to during any fiscal
year, are not in excess of 115% of the aggregate amount of capital
expenditures reflected in BT's capital expenditure budget for the applicable
fiscal year. .

(b) DivjdemdS; Chep. in Stock. BT shall not, and shall not permit any of
its Subsidiaries to, and shall not propose to, (i) declare or pay any dividends on or
make other distributions in respect of any of its share capital, except (A) BT may
continue the declaration and payment of regular semiAT1J1lUlJ cash dividends in amounts
consistent with past practice (includiDg increases in such amounts in accordance with
past practice), in each case with usual record and payment dates for such dividends in
accordance with BT's past dividend practice, provided that, notwithstanding the
exception in Section 4.2(b)(i)(A), BT shall in respect of the Second Dividend notify
the LSE to mark the BT Ordinary Shares "ex-dividend" in the Stock Exchange Daily
Official List on a date prior to the Effective Time, (B) dividends by wholly owned
Subsidiaries of BT and (C) BT may declare and pay one or more special dividends in
an aggregate amount not to exceed 35p per BT Ordinary Share (net), (ii) split,
combine or reclassify any of its share capital or issue or authorize or propose the
issuance of any other securities in respect of, in lieu of or in substitution for shares,
except for any such transaction by a wholly owned Subsidiary of BT which remains a
wholly· owned Subsidiary after consummation of such transaction, or (iii) repurchase,
redeem or otherwise acquire, or permit any Subsidiary,of Dr to purchase or otherwise
acquire, any shares of its capital stock or any securities convertible into or exercisable
for any shares of its capital stock except the purchase from time to time by BT of BT
Ordinary Shares in the ordinary course of business consistent with past practice in
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connection with share options, share incentive schemes or profit sharing schemes of
BT.

(c) Is~ of Securities. BT shall not, and shall not permit any of its
Subsidiaries to, issue, deliver or sell, or authorize or propose the issuance, delivery or
sale of, any shares of any class, any BT Voting Debt or any securities convertible into
or exercisable for, or any rights, warrants or options to acquire, any such shares or
BT Voting Debt, or enter into any agreement with respect to any of the foregoing,
other than (i) the issuance of BT Ordinary Shares upon the exercise of stock options,
(ii) issuances by a wholly owned Subsidiary of BT of share capital to such
Subsidiary's parent or to another wholly owned Subsidiary of 8T and (iii) issuances
of options, rights or other awards pursuant to the BT benefit plans as in effect from
time to time.

(d) Govminr l>ocwmpt§. Except to the extent required to comply with
their respective obligations bereunder, required by law or required by the rules and
regulations of the LSE or the NYSE, BT aDd its Subsidiaries sball not amend or
propose to amend their respective memonmda aDd articles of association or other
goveming documents in any IIUlIJJK:l' which would be adverse (0 to the interests of
MCI or the stoekholders of MCI, unless such amendment is equally adverse to the
shareholders of BT or (ii) to Mel's ability to CQDSIlJDDllte the transaetions
contemplated hereby. .

(e) No Acquisitions. Other than acquisitions in existing or related lines of
busiDess of BT the fair market value of the total consideration (including the value of
indebtedness or other liability acquired or assumed) for which does not exceed
£50,000,000 individually or £200,000,000 in the aggregate, BT shall not, and shall
not permit any of its Subsidiaries to, acquire or agree to acquire by merging or
consolidating with, or by purchasing a substantial equity interest in or a substantial
portion of the assets of. or by any other manner. any business or any corporation,
partnership. association or other business organization or division thereof or otherwise
acquire or agree to acquire any assets (other than the acquisition of assets used in the
operations of the business of BT and its Subsidiaries in the ordinary course);
provided, however, that the foregoing shall not prohibit (x) internal reorganizations or
consolidations involving existing Subsidiaries of BT or (y) the creation of new
Subsidiaries of BT organized to conduct or continue activities otherwise permitted by
this Agreement.

(f) No DiJpositions. Other than (i) internal reorganizations or
consolidations involving existing Subsidiaries of BT, (ii) dispositions referred to in BT,
SEC Reports filed prior to the date of this Agreement and (iii) as may be required by
law in order to permit the consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby, BT
shall not. and shall not permit any Subsidiary of BT to, sell, lease, encumber or
otherwise dispose of. or agree to sell, lease. encumber or otherwise dispose of, any of

/
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its assets (including capital stoek of Subsidiaries of BT) which are material,
individually or in the aggregate, to BT.

(g) Inc:lcbted¥ss. BT shall not, and shall not permit any of its Subsidiaries
to, (i) incur or suffer to exist any indebtM¥ss for borrowed money or guarantee any
such indebtedness or issue or sell any debt securities or warrants or rights to acquire
any debt securities of BI or any of its Subsidiaries or guarantee any debt securities of
other Persons other than indebtedness of BI or any Subsidiary of BI to BI or any
wholly owned Subsidiary of BI and other than as permitted pursuant to Section 4.2(g)
of the BI Disclosure Schedule, (ii) make any loans, advaDCeS or capital contributions
to, or investments in, any other Person, other than by BI or a Subsidiary of BI to or
in BI or any Subsidiary of BI or (iii) pay, discharge or satisfy any claims, liabilities
or obligations (absolute, accrued, asserted or UDaSSerted, contingent or otherwise),
other than in the case of clauses (ii) and (iii), loans, advaDCeS, capital contributions,
investments, payments, discharges or satisfactions incurred or committed to in the
ordinary course of business consistent with past practice.

(h) Benefit paIns. BI shall, to the extent permitted by law or regulations
or any applicable confidentiality agreement, consult with MCI in advance with respect
to any proposed material changes in BT's benefits plans, and shall consider in good
faith MCI's views with respect ~ the foregoing.

(i) Otbcr Actions. BI shall DOt, and shall not permit any of its
Subsidiaries to, take any action that would, or that could reasonably be expected to,
result in (i) any of the representations or warranties of BI set forth in this Agreement
that are qualified as to materiality becoming unttue, (ii) any of such representations or
wamnties that are not so qualified becoming untrue in any material respect or
(iii) except as otherwise permitted by Section 5.7, any of the conditions to the Merger
set forth in Article VI not being satisfied.

(j) ACCQuprinV Methods: Income Tax Elections. Except as disclosed in BI
SEC Reports tiled prior to the date of this Agreement, or as required by a
Governmental Entity, BI shall not change its accounting policies in effect at
March 31, 1996, except as required or permitted by changes in UK GAAP as
concurred in by BI's independent auditors. BI shall not (i) change its fiscal year
(unless otherwise required by law) or (ii) make any material Tax elections, other than
in the ordinary course of business consistent with past practice, without consultation
with Mel.

(k) Tax-Free Qualification. BI shall not, and shall not permit any of its
Subsidiaries to, take·any action that would prevent or impede (i) the Merger from
qualifying as a tax-free reorganization under Section 368 of the Code or (ii) either
party from obtaining the Required Consents.
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(1) Q;mjn Agreements- BT shall not, and sball not permit any of its
Subsidiaries to, enter into any agreement or arrangement that limits or otherwise
restricts BT or any of its Subsidiaries or any successor thereto from engaging or
competing in any line of business or in any geographic area which would have a
Material Adverse Effect on BT.

(m) Cenain Arpn1lSllS1t§. BT shall take reasonable steps to implement
and maintain arrangements UDder which holders of BT ADSs who satisfy the
conditions for the application of such arrangements will receive a Tax Treaty Payment
to which they are entitled directly from BT rather than from the Inland Revenue at the
same time as and together with the payment of the associated cash dividend. For the
purposes of this Section 4.2(m) the Tax Treaty Payment is that part of the tax credit
attaching to the relevant dividend that would, but for these arrangements, be
reclaimed by the holder of BT ADSs from the United Kingdom In1and Revenue under
the income tax convention between the United States and the United Kingdom.

4.3. Advice of pmles: GoveJ;pmm fiUpp. Each party shall (a) confer
on a regular and frequent basis with the other, (b) report (to the extent permitted by law or
regulation or any applicable CODfidentiality apeement) on operational matters and
(c) promptly advise the other orally and in writing of (i) any representation or warranty made
by it containtA in this Agreement that is qualified as to materiality becoming untrue or
inaccurate in any respect or any such representation or warranty that is not so qualified

'"-",, becoming untrue or inaccurate in any material respect, (ti) the failure by it (A) to comply
with or satisfy in any respect any coveuant, condition or agreement required to be complied
with or satisfied by it UDder this Agreement that is qualified as to materiality or (B) to
comply with or satisfy in any material respect any covenant, condition or agreement required
to be complied with or satisfied by it UDder this Agreement that is not so qualified as to
materiality or (iii) any change, event or circumstance that has had or would have a Material
Adverse Effect on such party; provided, howeVer, that no such notification shall affect the
representations, warranties, covenants or agreements of the parties or the conditions to the
obligations of the parties under this Agreement. Mel and BT shall file all reports required
to be filed by each of them with the SEC (and all other Governmental Entities) and shall
announce or publish all information required to be announced or published by the LSE
(including pursuant to the Listing Rules of the LSE) between the date of this Agreement and
the Effective Time and shall (to the extent permitted by law or regulation or any applicable
confidentiality agreement) deliver to the other party copies of all such reports,
announcements and publications promptly after the same are filed, announced or published.
SUbject to applicable laws relating to the exchange of information, each of Mel and BT shall
have the right to review in advance. and to the extent practicable each will consult with the
other, with respect to ail the information relating to the other party and each of their
respective Subsidiaries, which appears in any filings, announcements or pUblications made
with. or written materials submitted to, any third party or any Governmental Entity in
connection with the transactions contemplated by this Agreement. In exercising the
foregoing right. each of the parties hereto agrees to act reasonably and as promptly as

/
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practicable. Each patty agrees that, to the extent practicable, it will consult with the other
patty with respect to the obtaining of all permits, consents, approvals and authorizations of
all third parties and Governmental Entities necessary or advisable to consummate the
transactions contemplated by this Agreement and each patty will keep the other party
apprised of the status of matters relating to completion of the transaetions contemplated
hereby.

4.4. Transition Plamjng. Sir Peter Bonfield, as Chief Executive Officer of
BT, and Gerald H. Taylor, as President of MCI, jointly shall be responsible for coordinating
all aspects of transition planning and implementation relating to the Merger and the other
transactions contemplated hereby. If either such person ceases to be Chief Executive Officer
or President, respectively, of his company for any reason, such person's successor shall
assume his predecessor's responsibilities under this Section 4.4. During the period between
the date of this Agreement and the Effective Time, Messrs. Bonfield and Taylor jointly shall
(i) examine various alternatives regarding the manner in which to best organize and manage
the businesses of BT and MCI after the Effective Time and (ii) coordinate policies and
strategies with respect to regulatory authorities and bodies, in all cases subject to applicable
law.

4.5. Conttpl of Other Pam's Bns'¥!'. NotbiDg contained in this
Agreement shall give MCI, directly or indirectly, the right to comrol or direct BT's
operations prior to the Effective Time. 'NothiDg comainrA in this Agreement shall give BT,
directly or indirectly, the right to control or direct MCI's operations prior to the Effective
Time. Prior to the Effective Time, each of MCI and BI sball exercise, consistent with the
terms and conditions of this Agreement, complete control and supervision over its respective
operations.

ARTICLE V

ADDmONAL AGREEMENTS

5.1. Preparation of Disclosure Documents: Mel Stockholder and BI
Shareholder Meetings.

(a) As soon as practicable following the date of this Agreement, MCI and
BT shall prepare the Proxy StatementlProspectus. MCI sball, in cooperation with
BT, file the Proxy StatementlProspectus with the SEC as its preJirninary Proxy
Statement and BT shall, in cooperation with MCI, prepare and file with the SEC the
Form F-4, in which the Proxy StatementlProspecblS will be included as BI's
prospectus. If required under the Exchange Act, BT, Merger Sub and MCI shall
together prepare and flle a Transaction Statement on Schedule 13E-3 (the "Schedule
13E-3") under the Exchange Act at the time of the flling of the preliminaIy Proxy
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Statement. At the time of~ filing of any amended preliminary Proxy Statement and
at the time of the filing of the Form F-4 and any amendment to the Form F-4, the
parties shall file with the SEC an appropriate amendment to the Schedule 13E-3 which
includes as an exhibit thereto and incorporates by reference such amended prelimjnary
Proxy Statement or such Proxy StatementJProspectUS, or any amendment or
supplement thereto. Each of MCI and BT shall use all reasonable efforts to have the
Form F-4 declared effective UDder the Securities Act as promptly as practicable after
such filing and to keep the Form F-4 effective as long as is necessary to consummate
the Merger. BT shall also, as promptly as practicable, use all reasonable efforts to
cause the ADR Depositary to rue with the SEC a registration statement on Form F-6
(the "Form F-6") with respect to the BT ADRs to be issued in connection with the
Merger under the Securities Act and use all reasonable efforts to have the Form F-6
declared effective as soon as practicable after such filing. MCI shall mail the Proxy
StatementlProspectus to MCI's stockholders as promptly as practicable after the
Form F-4 is declared effective UDder the Securities Act aDd, if necessary, after the
Proxy StatementlProspectus sbalI have been so mailed, promptly circulate amended,
supplemental or supplemented proxy material, and, if required in connection
therewith, resolicit proxies, it being UDderstood that MCI sball not be required to hold
more than one meeting of stockholders. BT sball also take any action (other than
qualifying to do busiDess in any jurisdiction in which BT is not now so qualified)
required to be taken UDder any applicable United States state securities laws in
connection with the issuance oflIT ADSs·m:l BT ADRs in connection with the
Merger and UDder the MCI BeDefit Plam and MCI sball furnish all information
concerning MCI and the holders of MCI Common Stock as may be reasonably
requested in connection with any such action.

(b) Unless otherwise required pursuant to the applicable fiduciary duties of
the Board of Directors of MCI to the stockholders of MCI (as determined in good
faith by the Board of Directors of MCI based upon the advice of outside counsel)
(i) MCI shall, as soon as practicable following the date of this Agreement and the
effectiveness of the Form F-4, duly call, give notice of, convene and hold a meeting
of its stockholders (the "MCI Stockholders Meeting") for the purpose of obtaining the
Required MCI Votes with respect to this Agreement, (ii) the Board of Directors of
MCI shall recommend adoption of this AgIeement by the Stockholders of MCI and
(iii) MCI shall take all lawful action to solicit such adoption.

(c) Unless otherwise required pursuant to the applicable fiduciary duties of
the Board of Directors of BT to the shareholders of BT (as determined in good faith
by the Board of Directors of BT based upon the advice of counsel), (i) BT shall, as
soon as practicable following the date of this Agreement, convene and hold a meeting
of the holders of BT Ordinary Shares (the "BT Shareholder Meeting") for the purpose
of obtaining the Required BT Vote with respect to the Merger, the share repurchase
authorization referred to in Section 5.16 and the other transactions contemplated
hereby and (ii) the Board of Directors of BT shall recommend approval of the
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Merger. the share repurchase authorization and the other tranSactions contemplated
hereby.

(d) In connection with the BT Shareholder Meeting, to the extenfrequired
by applicable law. (i) BT shall, as soon as practicable after the date of this Agreement
and in accordance with the listing rules of the !.SE, prepare and submit to the !.SE
for approval the BT Disclosure Document, and shall use all reasonable effons to have
such document formally approved by the LSE and shall tbereafter publish the BT
Disclosure Document and mail the same to its shareholders in compliance with all
legal requirements applicable to the BT Shareholder Meeting and the listing rules of
the !.SE and (ii) if necessary, after the BT Disclosure Document has been so posted,
promptly circulate amended, supplemental or supplemented materials and, if required
in connection therewith, resolicit votes, it being understood that BT shall not be
required to hold more than one meeting of shareholders.

(e) Except as required by law, no amendment or supplement to the Proxy
StatementIProspe or the Form F-4 or. if applicable. the Schedule 13E-3 shall be
made by BT or MCI without the approval of the other party (which shall not be
unreasonably withheld). Each party shall advise the other party, promptly after it
receives notice thereof, of the time when the Form F-4 has become effective or any
supplement or amendment has been filed, of the issuance of any stop order, of the
suspension of the qualification of BT ADSs or BT ADRs issuable in connection with
the Merger for offering or sale in any jurisdiction, or of any request by the SEC or
the !.SE for amendment of the Proxy StatemeDtlProspectus or the Form F-4 or
comments thereon and responses thereto or requests by the SEC or the !.SE for
additional information.

5.2. BT Board of Directors: Officers: Headqyarters.

(a) BT shall take all necessary action to reconstitute the Board of Directors
of BT as of the Effective Time in accordance with Exhibit 5.2(a).

(b) BT shall take all necessary action·to cause Sir lain Vallance and Ben
C. Robens, Jr. to be appointed Co-Chairmen of BT as of the Effective Time and to
amend the Articles of Association of BT to provide for Co-Chairmen.

(c) BT will have. after the Closing, United Kingdom and United States
headquarters.

(d) BT shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that. after the Effective
Time. five out of the first ten meetings of the Board of Directors of BT each year will
be held in the United Kingdom with Sir lain Vallance (or his successor) acting as the
Chairman and presiding at such five meetings and the remaining five meetings will be
held in the United States with Ben C. Robens, Jr. (or his successor) acting as the
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Chairman and presiding at such five meetings, and any additional meetings of the
Board of Directors of BT each year will be held in the United Kingdom with Sir lain
VaUance (or his successor) acting as the Chairman and p;teSiding at such additional
meetings.

(e) BT shall take reasonable steps after the Effective Time to enable United
States holders of BT ADSs to attend and, at the invitation of the Cbairman, speak (but
not vote) by means of video conference, conference telephone or other similar
communications equipment, at any shareholder meeting of BT held in the United
Kingdom; provided, however, that (i) in no event will the failure to so provide such
United States holders with such opportunity or any mechanical failure of the video
conference, conference telephone or other similar communication equipment during
the course of a shareholder meeting affect the validity of such shareholder meeting or
any action taken pursuant thereto and (ii) under no circumstaDces will the provision of
such opportunity for such attendance by any United States holder of BT ADSs (in his
capacity as a holder of BT ADSs or in any other capacity) be taken to constitute an
additional place for the holding of any General Meeting with the meaning of Article
62(c)(ii) of BT's Articles of Association.

5.3. Access to 1DfQTD!.rion. Upon reasolllble notice, MCI and BT shall
each (and shall cause each of their respective Subsidiaries to) afford to the officers,
employees, accountants, COUDSeI, financi3J advisors aDd other representatives of the other
reasonable access during normal business hours, duriDg the period prior to the Effective
Time, to all its properties, books, contracts, commianents and records and, during such
period, each of MCI and BT shall (and shall cause each of their respective Subsidiaries to)
furnish promptly to the other (a) a copy of each report, schedule, registration statement and
other document filed, published, announced or received by it during such period pursuant to
the requirements of Federal or state securities laws, the LSE or the FSA, as applicable (other
than Iep011S or documents which such party is not permitted to disclose under applicable law)
and (b) consistent with its legal obligations, all other information concerning its business,
properties and personnel as such other party may reasooably request; provided, however, that
BT or MCI may restrict the foregoing access to the extent that (i) a Governmental Entity
requires such party or any of its Subsidiaries to restrict access to any properties or
information reasonably related to any such contract on the basis of applicable laws and
regulations with respect to national security matters or (ii) any law, treaty, rule or regulation
of any Governmental Entity applicable to such party requires such party or its Subsidiaries to
restrict access to any properties or information. The parties will hold any such information
which is non-public in confidence tQthe extent required by, and in accordance with, the
provisions of the letter dated OetobcIe4, 1996 belween MCI and BT (the "Confidentiality
Agreement"). Any investigationby.,either BT..or··MCI shall not affect the representations and ,
warranties of the other.

5.4. Approvals and Consents: Cosmeration. (a) MCI and BT shall
cooperate with each other and use (and shall cause their respective Subsidiaries to use) all
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reasonable best efforts to take or cause to be taken all actions, and do or cause to be done all
things, necessary, proper or advisable on their pan under this Agreement and applicable laws
to consummate and make effective the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by
this Agreement as soon as practicable, including (i) preparing and filing as promptly as
practicable all documentation to effect all necessary applications, notices, petitions, filings,
tax ruling requests and other documents and to obtain as promptly as practicable all consents,
waivers, licenses, orders, registrations, approvals, permits, tax rulings and authorizations
necessary or advisable to be obtained from any third party and/or any Governmental Entity
in order to consummate the Merger or any of the other transactions contemplated by this
Agreement and (ii) taking all reasonable steps as may be necessary to obtain all such
consents, waivers, licenses, registrations, permits, authorizations, tax rulings, orders and
approvals. Without limitiDg the geDera1ity of the foregoing, Mel and BT agree to make all
necessary filings in conuection with the Required Regulatory Approvals as promptly as
practicable after the date of this Agreement, and to use all reasonable best efforts to furnish
or cause to be furnished, as promptly as practicable, all information and documents requested
with respect to such Required Regulatory Approvals and· sball otherwise cooperate with the
applicable Governmental Entity in order to obtain any Required Regulatory Approvals in as
expeditious a manner as possible. Each of Mel aDd BT sball use all reasonable best efforts
to resolve such objections, if any, as any Governmental Entity may assert with respect to this
Agreement and the transactions contemplated hereby in ccmnection with the Required
Regulatory Approvals. In the event that a suit is iDstituted by a Person or Governmental
Entity challenging this Agreement and·the transactions contemplated hereby as violative of
applicable antitrust or competition laws or the Communications Act, each of Mel and BT
sball use its reasonable best efforts to resist or resolve such suit. NotWithstanding anything
to the contrary in this Section 5.4(a), (i) neitber MC nor BT shall be required to agree to
the imposition of a Combined Company Burdensome Condition, (ii) Mel sball not agree to
the imposition of an MCI Burdensome Condition without BT's prior written consent and
(iii) BT shall not agree to the imposition of a BT Burdensome Condition without MCl's prior
written consent.

(b) MCI and BT each shall, upon request by the other, furnish the other
with all' information concerning itself, its Subsidiaries, directors, officers and stockholders
and such other matters as may reasonably be necessary or advisable in connection with the
BT Disclosure Document, the Form F-4, the Form F-6 and the Proxy StatementlProspectus
and, if applicable, the Schedule 13E-3 (collectively, the "Disclosure Documents") or any
other statement, filing, tax ruling request, notice or application made by or on behalf of
MCI, BT or any of their respective Subsidiaries to any third party and/or any Governmental
Entity in connection with the Merger or the other transactions contemplated by this
Agreement.

5.5. Affiliates' and Auditors' Letters. (a) Prior to the Closing Date, MCI
shall deliver to BT a letter identifying all Persons who are, immediately prior to the Effective
Time, Rule 145 Affiliates of MCI. MCI shall use all reasonable efforts to cause each such
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Person to deliver to BT on or prior to the Closing Date a written agreement in the form
customarily obtained from such affiliates for purposes of Rule 145.

(b) MCI and BT each shall use all reasonable efforts to cause to be
delivered to the other patty and such other patty's directors a letter of its independent
auditors, dated the date on which the Form F-4 shall become effective, and addressed to the
other party and such other party's directors, in form and substance customary for "comfort"
letters delivered by independent public accountants in connection with registration statements
similar to the Form F-4.

5.6. Stock Excbange UJtipgs. (a) BT shall, as promptly as practicable,
prepare and submit to the LSE a listing application covering the BT Ordinary Shares to be
represented by the BT ADSs to be issued in the Merger, and shall use all reasonable efforts
to obtain, prior to the Effective Time, agreement by the LSE for the admission of such BT
Ordinary Shares to the Official List of the London Stock Exchange, and MCI shall cooperate
with BT with respect to such listing.

(b) BT shall, if DeCeSSII'Y, promptly prepare and submit to the NYSE or
NASDAQ (as shall be agreed between the parties prior to the Closing) a IistiDg application
covering the BT ADSs to be issued in the Merger, and shall use all reasonable efforts to
obtain, prior to the Effective Time, ~val for the listiDg of such BT ADSs, subject to
official notice of issuance, and MCI shail cooperate with BT with respect to such listing.

5.7. AcQgisitiQn PmpngJ§. (a) MCI and BT each agrees that neither it nor
any Qf its Subsidiaries nor any Qf the Qfficers and directors Qf it or its Subsidiaries shall, and
that it shall direct and use its best effQns to cause its and its Subsidiaries' emplQyees, agents
and representatives (including any investment banker, attorney Qr accountant retained by it or
any of its Subsidiaries) not to, directly Qr indirectly, initiate, solicit, encourage or otherwise
facilitate (including by way of furnishing infQrmatiQn) any inquiries or the making Qf any
proposal, or Qffer with respect to a merger, reorganization, share exchange, consolidation,
business combination, recapitalizatiQn, liquidation, dissolution or similar transaction
involving',' or any purchase or sale of alI or any significant portion of the assets or 10% or
more of the equity securities Qf, it or any of its Subsidiaries that, in any such case, could
reasonably be expected to interfere with the completion of the Merger or the other
transactions contemplated by this Agreement (any such proposal or offer being hereinafter
referred to as an "Acquisition Proposal"). MCI and BT each further agrees that neither it
nor any of its Subsidiaries nor any Qf the Qfficers and directors of it or its Subsidiaries shall,
and that it shall direct and use its best effQns to cause its and its Subsidiaries' employees,
agents and representatives (including any investment banker, attorney or accountant retained
by it or any of its Subsidiaries) not to, directly or indirectly, have any discussion with or
provide any confidential infQrmation or data to any Person relating to an Acquisition
Proposal or engage in any negotiations concerning an Acquisition Proposal, or otherwise
facilitate any effort or attempt to make or implement an Acquisition Proposal or accept an
Acquisition Proposal; provided, however, that nothing contained in this Agreement shall
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prevent either MCI or BT or its Board of Directors from (A) complying with Rule 14e-2
promulgated under the Exchange Act or complying with the City Code, as applicable, with
regard to an Acquisition Proposal; (B) engaging in any discussions or negotiations with, or
providing any information to, any Person in response to an unsolicited bona fide written
Acquisition Proposal by any such Person; or (C) recommending such an unsolicited bona fide
written Acquisition Proposal to the stockholders of MCI or BT, as the case may be, if and
only to the extent that, in any such case as is referred to in clause (8) or (C), (i) the Board
of Directors of MCI or BT, as the case may be, CODCludes in good faith (after consultation
with its financial advisors) that such Acquisition Proposal is reasonably capable of being
completed, taking into account all legal, financial, regulatory aDd other aspects of the
proposal and the Person making the proposal, and would, if consummated, result in a
transaction more favorable to MCI's or BT's stockholders, as the case may be, from a
financial and strategic point of view than the transaction contemplated by this Agreement
(any such more favorable Acquisition Proposal being referred to in this Agreement as a
"Superior Proposal"), (ii) the Board of Directors of MCI or BT, as the case may be,
determ.iDes in good faith after consultation with legal counsel that such action is necessary for
its Board of Directors to act in a manner consistent with its fiduciary duties under applicable
law, (iii) prior to providiDg any information or data to any Person in connection with an
Acquisition Proposal by any such Person, such Board of Directors receives from such Person
an executed confidentiality agreement on tmns substaDtially similar to those contained in the
confideDtiaJity agreement previously ent;ered into between BT aDd MCI in CODDeCtion with
their consideration of the Merger and (iv) prior to providiDg any information or data to any
Person or entering into discussions or negotiations with any Person, the Board of Directors
olMCI or BT, as the case may be, notifies the other party, immediately of such inquiries,
proposals or offers received by, any such information requested from, or any such
discussions or negotiations sought to be initiated or continued with, any of its representatives
indicating, in connection with such notice, the name of such Person and the tmns and
conditions of any proposals or offers. MCI and BT each agrees that it will immediately
cease and cause to be terminated any existing activities, discussions or negotiations with any
parties conducted heretofore with respect to any Acquisition Proposal. MCI and BT each
agrees that it will take the necessary steps to promptly inform the individuals or entities
referred to in the first sentence hereof of the obligations undertaken in this Section 5.7. MCI
and BT each agrees that it shall keep the other informed, on a CUI'I'Cnt basis, of the status and
terms of any such proposals or offers and the status of any such discussions or negotiations.

(b) Except in connection with any potential change in the terms of this
Agreement in response to any Acquisition Proposal as contemplated by Section 5.7(a) and
Section 7.1(f), neither MCI nor BT will take any initiatives involving the other party that
would otherwise require such other party to make a public announcement, make any pUblic
comment or proposal with respect to any Acquisition Proposal with respect to such other
party, become a member of a "group" within the meaning of Section 13(d) of the Exchange
Act, enter into any discussions, negotiations, arrangements or understanding with any third
party with respect to any of the foregoing or otherwise seek to control or influence the other
party, in all cases except as expressly contemplated by this Agreement or, in the G&Se of BT,
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the Investment Agreement. MCI and BT agree that each will notify the other immediately if
any inquiries or proposals are received by, any infonnation is requested from, or any
negotiations or discussions are sought to be initiated or continued with, either MCI or BT or
any of their respective affiliates or representatives reganiing any Acquisition Proposal with
respect to such other party.

(c) BT agrees that, while this Agreement remains in effect, neither it nor
any of its Subsidiaries nor any of the officers and directors of it or its Subsidiaries shall, and
that it shall direct and use its best efforts to cause its and its Subsidiaries' employees, agents
and representatives (including any investment banker, attorney or accountant retained by it or
any of its Subsidiaries) not to, (i) directly or indirectly, initiate, solicit, encourage or
otherwise facilitate any inquiries or the making of any proposal or offer with respect to the
purchase or sale of any shares of MCI Class A Common Stock owned by BT or any of its
Subsidiaries or (ii) sell, transfer, pledge or assign, or grant any proxy with respect to, any
shares of MCI Class A Common Stock owned by BT or any of its Subsidiaries.

(d) BT agrees that, while this Agreement remains in effect, at any meeting
of the holders of shares of MCI Common Stock at which BT shall have the right to vote its
shares of MCI Class A Common Stock or at any !JM"«ing of the holders of shares of MCI
Class A Common Stock, however called, or in CODDeCtion with any written consent of the
holders of shares of MCI Common Stock or MCI Class A Common Stock, BT shall vote (or
cause to be voted) the shares of MCI cIiss A Common Stock held by it, to the extent voting
rights exist with respect to the proposals to be acted upon, in favor of adoption of this
Agreement and approval of the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement.

5.8. Stock Options m:I Other Stock pI,nS. (a) During the period from the
date of this Agreement to the Effective Time, MCI may grant to certain of its employees,
pursuant to the MCI 1989 Stock Option Plan, Senior Retention ISUs, 1997 ISUs and 1997
Options (as each such term is defmed in Annex A hereto) subsuntiaJJy on the terms and
conditions described in Annexes A and B hereto. MCI and BT will discuss any equity
related award to be issued by MCI during the period from the date of this Agreement to the
Effective 'Time that affects employees at the level of vice president and above and is
significant in the context of such employee's compensation.

(b) On or prior to the Effective Time, MCI shall take all action necessary
to cause each option to purchase shares of MCI Common Stock (each, an "MCI Stock:
Option") that was granted pursuant to the MCI Stock Option Plans prior to the date of this
Agreement and which remains outstanding immediately prior to the Effective Time to be
immediately vested and fully exercisable immediately prior to the Effective Time (it being
understood that MCI and BT will develop a mechanism to permit any such accelerated option '
to be exercised immediately prior to the Effective Time so as to enable the holder to receive
the Merger Consideration with respect to the underlying option shares). Each MCI Stock
Option (including each 1997 Option) which is outstanding at the Effective Time shall be
converted, at the Effective Time, into an option to acquire, on the same terms and conditions


